
 
 
News letter January 2019 
  

Happy New Year, we hope you had a great festive season and are ready to take on 2019… 
In response to the members surveys we conducted a while back and to general conversations, this 
year we are hoping to turn the volume up a little in order to facilitate more club activities, number 
one of which is outdoor paddling. We will of course still have our usual family camping weekends, 
High Borrans trip and possibly some wild camping. The pool sessions have always been and continue 
to be a great focal point for the club, a place to meet other members, practice a few skills and 
generally complain about how cold it is when the side doors are opened during the winter months. 
But let’s face it, the Great North Sea and local rivers is where we all want to be so please read on to 
see how we hope to achieve that ambition plus some other stuff. 
 
Regards 
TCC committee 
 

Members of the year 
Every year we choose one adult and one junior member of the year. Two paddlers who we think 
have demonstrated great progress not only as paddlers throughout the year but also shown great 
commitment to the sport, our club and general community spirit.  Making a decision for members 
of the year 2018 proved to be easy and difficult in equal measure. Easy because the winners were 
outstanding and obvious candidates and difficult because we couldn’t choose between them. So, 
we copped out and decided to go with three instead of the usual two. 
 
Adult members of 2018 are Jamie Watt and Steven Burns Jnr. Jamie deserves a mention in the 
Oxford English Dictionary under a word where the definition is something along the lines of ‘one 
who quite likes kayaking and occasionally mentions it in passing….’and Steven has shown us all 
what commitment looks like, rarely missing a pool session, always happy to pass on his skills as 
one of TCC’s best ‘rollers’ and showing fantastic nerve on local rivers as well as those paddled as 
part of the High Borrans weekends.  
 
Junior member of the year 2018 is Angus Watt. Angus is less a ‘chip off the old block’ and more 
‘redefining the block’. I think his dad might be slightly proud of him. 
 
Well done to all three – very deserving winners and no mistake.  
 



The youth of today 
It’s great to see so many junior members in the club at the moment, not only attending pool sessions but the river 
paddles as well. Ice cold fingers on the rivers have certainly been equalled by smiles, enthusiasm and increased skills. 
As a family club, it is important our junior members are happy and properly catered for so if there is anything you 
would like us to do or help with please let us know. Just speak to any of the coaches or committee members or send 
us an email – we would love to hear your thoughts. 
 

 

                      
         Steven Burns Jnr & Angus Watt receiving their awards, with Jamie Watt in attendance stage right 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 Don’t’ scratch the new boat, don’t scratch the new…               Pogies are for losers  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Committee 
This year sees a bit of a reshuffle within the committee with Bob Blakeman remaining on the 
committee but stepping aside as Chairman after many years at the helm (thank you Bob). Dave 
Baker replaces Bob as Chairman for a two year tenure with Paul Balburnie moving in as Vice 
Chairman for the same period. Ann Brandon has decided to step down as Club Secretary from 
August 2019. I am sure you will all join the committee in thanking Ann for years of dedication as 
Secretary. Ann will stay on the committee and still play a vital role in the club as one of our most 
experienced coaches and mentors.  
 
The club will obviously require a replacement Secretary so if anyone wishes to be considered for 
the position please let us know – Ann reckons it’s “dead easy”. 
 
 
 



Pool sessions 
We would like to remind members of ‘pool session etiquette’ and Tynemouth Pool rules. The 
session runs from 2.30pm until 4pm. Booking in starts at 2pm with members on a first come first 
served basis. After 2.15pm once members are in, if we have space available, we will allow any non-
members who are waiting to join the into the session. Guests must join the non-member queue. 
Please remember that we cannot guarantee they will get into the session. The pool limit is 28 plus 
coaches. We do make allowances depending on the number of juniors. Once we are at our limit, 
we are full, unless John is counting. We do not operate a booking system and can't reserve spaces. 
If you are bringing your own boat, please come straight to reception to join the queue and pay so 
you may be included in the head count, BEFORE you unload your boat. Your boat must have the 
correct padding on the front for pool sessions. If you are unsure, please ask. Junior members aged 
7-12 must be accompanied by a poolside adult for the duration of the session. Your boat, spray 
deck and paddle must be returned to the rear door at the end of the session. The boat should be 
drained of water and must not be dragged along the pool side. If you need a hand to carry the 
equipment safely, please work in pairs, or ask for help. You must wear shorts and a t-shirt for the 
session, swimwear alone is not permitted. 
We have permission to take some photographs pool side otherwise Tyneside Pool rules mean that 
cameras and phones should be left in bags. If you want/need to take particular photos for 
whatever reason please speak to one of the coaches first. 
 
We are in the process of developing a ‘skills development’ scheme for the juniors, something to 
help us structure the pool sessions, acknowledge progress and suggest future attainment goals. 
Hopefully coming soon. 
      

                           
                                    Space or no space, that is the question.  
                  Or maybe the question should be: which picture best illustrates when JB was on the front desk? 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Committee continued 
The committee is made up of members who are dedicated to the club and its values of promoting 
the sport and it’s benefits to new and experienced paddlers alike, with a specific focus on family 
groups and progression from novice to intermediate levels of skill. As such we have decided to 
open up an additional 3 places on the committee in order to better reflect the diversity of 
membership, one of which is as ‘junior members representative’. The junior representative would 
only need to attend 2 or 3 meetings a year, or when they feel there is something specific they 
would like to contribute. It’s not about being the best paddler or having the highest qualifications 
(just look who the new Chairman is….), it’s about enthusiastic members helping the club evolve 
and thrive. 
 
We meet once a month in or around Newcastle for 1-2 hours so it’s not a massive commitment, 
and the biscuits are good. But we do all still pay club subscription so it’s not just a cheeky way of 
getting free membership. If you’re interested, please let us know. 
 



Dates for your diary 
• 17th – 19th May Pooley Bridge Family camping weekend 
• 21st – 23rd June Sleningford family camping weekend 

These two weekends are intended to be a social thing as much as they are for paddling so 
even if the whole family doesn’t paddle we’d be more than happy to have them join us – 
especially for junior members with none paddling parents or guardians.  

• River Tweed paddle & wild camping weekend – Date TBC 
• 8th – 11th Nov High Borrans adults only weekend 
• Not exactly a date but from April we are hoping to take advantage of the club nights at the 

Tees Barrage. These were well attended towards the back end of last year and really did hit 
the spot for a lot of our members both junior and adult. We will release dates as they 
become available. 

 
 

             
        I meant to do that – honest                                                               No single use plastic here…                                                                 
 

          
       Balancing the Sun on a washing line is not easy                Break-in, break-out – repeat                                                    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

High Borrans 
As many of you know the High Borrans weekend in November 18 was marred somewhat by 
unforeseen illness amongst the HB coaches which meant significant disruption and disappointment 
which is why we have not yet opened the books for 2019. In deviation from the usual process we 
would like to first gauge interest from club members before we confirm with the High Borrans team 
that we will be booking. The dates would be 8th to 11th of November and the cost would be £200 
per person.  We would need a minimum of 25 and a maximum of 32 people. Due to last year’s 
issues and the high cost for this year we feel this is the best way forward.  Please register your 
interest no later than 4th February by email to info@tynemouthcanoe.co.uk so we can make an 
informed decision on whether or not to book this year. Please note that attendees will have to be a 
fully paid-up member of the club at the time of booking and when the activity takes place. 
 
 
 
 



 

                 
  I swear I left my boat right here!                                             Paddling uphill is always a struggle 
 

Last but not least 
Thank you to you, the members, for making this such a great club. And please do let us know if you 
have any thoughts on ways to improve the club and it’s activities – we would love to hear from you. 
 
 
….enjoy the adventure 
 
 
http://tynemouthcanoe.co.uk/ 
info@tynemouthcanoe.co.uk 
 


